
Adverbials and prepositions



Adverbials and prepositions. 

What are adverbials?

A word or phrase that is used, like an adverb, to modify a verb or clause or give us 
more information about how/when/where/how often something was done. 

REMEMBER:

How something was done? (Quickly/suddenly/quietly/excitedly/hopefully etc.)

When something was done? (yesterday/today/at noon/the other day etc.)

Where something was done? (inside/outside/in the garden/in the field/on the 
fence/under the bed etc.)

How often something was done?(everyday/sometimes/often/often etc.)



Adverbials and prepositions 
Adverbs can act as adverbials. Can you think of any?

But …. so can preposition phrases and subordinate clauses. 

What is a prepositional phrase?
A phrase made up of a preposition and a noun.  A preposition shows the 
relationship between nearby words i.e. near, behind, through, in, from, to, on etc. 
or in other words the POSITION of something. 

Prepositions often describe locations or directions, but can describe other things 
such as relations of time.

Examples:

He’ll be back from Privet Drive in two weeks.

Harry waved goodbye to Ron and Hermione.



Adverbials and prepositions 

Tricky repositional phrases:

Examples:

Harry lay in bed. 

Until recently, he thought he was a normal boy. 

We met them after the Dark Arts class. 

Hagrid was always ready for food.



Adverbials and prepositions 

MAIN TASK:

Underline the adverbs or preposition phrases that modify the verb on the 
attached sheet, telling us when, how or why something happened or was done.  
The numbers tell you how many there are! 

If you’re not sure, leave it, move onto the next one and have a look at the 
answers at the end. 

It can get a bit confusing so don’t worry! 

In general: 
Adverbials – How something was done

- When something was done
- Where something was done
- How often something was done

Prepositions: the position of someone/something







Useful websites for more learning activities:

Adverbs

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zgsgxfr

Prepositional phrases

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zw38srd

Fronted adverbials

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zp937p3

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zgsgxfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zw38srd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zp937p3

